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Video: Senate armed services committee holds hearing on sexual assault in the military
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zrEIiM3_Rk
 Summary 
The US Senate Committee on Armed Services held a meeting to discuss sexual assault in the military. The meeting was majorly focused on the lack of justice for sexual assault victims assaulted in the military. The hearing starts with the opening statement from the chair of the United States Senate Committee on Armed Services, Senator Kristen Gillibrand, who shares the statistics of sexual assault rates and conviction rates of the offenders. According to the statistics, there is a higher likelihood of being sexually assaulted in the military than being shot in the line of duty. As the number of sexual assaults in the last 10 years has doubled, the conviction and prosecution rates of the sexual offenders have halved. In her opening statement, the senator also states that most sexual assault cases are perpetrated by someone in the chain of command. Most cases of assault entail victims aged between 18 and 24 while two-thirds of the reported cases face retaliation. 
Senator Thom Tillis also gives his statement.  As the chairman of the committee on personnel, he explains that the sexual assault cases are not only related to the military. In fact, there is a higher rate of sexual assault reporting and prosecution in the military compared to the universities and colleges. Tillis adds that most college campuses have reached out to the Department of Defense asking for guidance on the issue. Tillis exclaims that legislation to prevent assault is better than focusing on the prosecution of cases. Gillibrand however responds by showing a decreased rate of conviction in the military with the latest rate being 7%. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Various witnesses are allowed to testify. In the panel of testifiers was Natalie Khawam who is the president of a law firm named Whistleblower. She represented the family of a service member named specialist Vanessa Guillen who was found dead in Fort Hood. Vanessa was a victim of sexual assault in the line of work who ended up dying from homicides or suicides. Her death led to the rise of attention on how the military handles the various cases of sexual assault. She stated that there are inadequate efforts put in place to respond to the cases of sexual assault. The prosecutors in her case believed that a fellow soldier assaulted her before committing suicide. After the testimonies of various witnesses, Gillibrand advocates for the Military Justice Improvement Act as the best way to ensure justice for the sexual assault cases. An independent body would be created for direct investigation of the sexual assault cases. 
Relation to course concepts 
The role of the United States Senate Committees in legislative processes is depicted in this hearing. The Senate has the role of monitoring the various operations within the government to recommend a course of action. In this case, the US Senate Committee on Armed Services looks at the sexual assault response in the Department of Defense. Senator Gillibrand, the chair of the committee, states that the high rate of sexual assault cases and low prosecution and conviction of the offenders calls for a change in the department. 
A hearing is always held to help in gathering reviews and extra information from experts who are not members of the committee. This hearing in particular includes a panel of testifiers who are also experts in different fields. They include Natalie Khawam the head of the Whistleblower law firm, as well as Amy Barley Franck of Never Alone. A course of action is usually provided in the committee hearings. Senator Gillibrand in this case recommends the Military Justice Improvement Act which would allow the formation of an independent body to investigate the sexual assault cases. 
About the video 
The video gives an insight into a formal Senate committee hearing. The committee addresses the issue of sexual assault in the military with one being at a higher risk of sexual assault than getting shot in the line of duty. There seems to be a failure in the department of defense based on how the cases of sexual assault are handled. Although Senator Tillis explains that there is a lower rate of sexual assault in the military compared to the colleges and campuses, sexual assault in the military still remains a major issue. Most of the victims of the assault in the service are aged between 18 and 24 while the perpetrators of the assault are always people with the greater position in the line of command. Due to this, the victim is likely to face a major challenge in getting justice against a higher-ranked official after the assault. There is a bias in responding to the assault cases which would make the Military Justice Improvement Act a better way of promoting justice to the victims. 
